Geriatric clinical pharmacology.
Age-related physiologic changes may significantly alter drug disposition and dynamics in the elderly. This is especially important for cardiovascular drugs, because they are used with such high frequency in the geriatric population. Alterations in the pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of several drugs used to treat cardiovascular disease have been demonstrated in the elderly. Knowledge of these alterations may aid in more rational prescribing of cardiovascular drugs in the geriatric population.